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RECOMMENDATION:  
 
It is recommended that the donation of $50,000 from the Friends of the London Public 
Library be allocated as outlined in Appendix 1 of this report.  
 
ISSUE/OPPORTUNITY  
 
The purpose of this report is to present the recommended allocation of the donation of 
$50,000 from the Friends of the London Public Library.    
 
BACKGROUND & REVIEW   
 
Each year, the Friends of the London Public Library donates funds from the Library 
Store, the annual book sale and other revenue generating initiatives to support non-core 
service enhancements and other items that are not addressed in the Library’s operating 
budget.  The Library is appreciative of the considerable time and energy spent on the 
fund raising activities accomplished by the Friends.  
 
The recommended allocations, as outlined in Appendix 1, were presented to the 
January 3, 2017 meeting of the Friends’ Executive.  
 
The Library is grateful for this ongoing support for value-added programs and new 
initiatives that enhance London Public Library services to the community. 
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        Appendix 1 
Friends of the London Public Library        

Ask Request for 2017  
 
Thanks to the support and generosity of the Friends of the London Public Library, 
we are able to provide much needed support to programs and services which are 
value-added and enhancements to the Library. Without this support, these 
programs and services would be much diminished or not offered.  
 
We are asking the Friends of the London Public Library to give a gift of 
$50,000 to keep the following programs in 2017. 
 
Jazz for the People: $ 5,000 
 
This perennially popular free music program draws many Londoners to the Wolf 
Performance Hall for enjoyable evenings filled with Jazz music.  With your 
support, Jazz for the People will be able to continue to offer monthly programs 
during 2017.  In 2016 there were 12 Jazz for the People programs offered with 
an average attendance of 200 people.  Prior to receiving funding from the 
Friends, Jazz for the People was only able to offer 7 programs/year and the 
variety and number of musicians was very limited.  The program attendees are 
extremely happy that the performances are held every month.  The increase and 
stability of the funding has led to a varied slate of performances with more 
musicians involved.  There are few venues and music programs offered in the 
City of London that are free to the public such as Jazz for the People. 
 
Book Club in a Bag, ESL Book Club in a Bag, Grab ‘n Go Bags: $ 4,000 
 
The various Book Club Bags and Grab „n Go Bags for early readers are well 
used and enjoyed by the patrons.  These bags have been solely funded by the 
Friends.  Each year a few more titles are added to the collection to keep this 
program fresh and of interest to our patrons. 
 
Children’s Literacy: $41,000  
 
Your gift to Children‟s Literacy would be allocated to enhancements and value 
added programming in the following ways: 

 TD Summer Reading Club. The funds provided by Friends are utilized to 
provide special materials and prizes that are incentives for participation in 
the program.  

 Summer READ.  Reading support and encouragement provided to 
struggling young readers by summer students. Fifteen students are hired 
to provide summer READ to English speaking children and two students 
are hired to provide the program to French speaking children.  The 
Friends totally fund the students who provide the program in the French 
language and provide the additional funding required as part of the 
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Canada Summer Jobs grant to enable LPL to hire the fifteen English 
students. Comments from a few of the 2016 summer students: 
 
“This program certainly taught me the importance of catering reading to each 
child in order to inspire them. I had one particular READer who was so 
disappointed on the first day. He thought he had to read books for 45 minutes 
and he hated reading books. Once he found out that we could have fun and 
play games, he loved coming and even opened a few books in his last few 
sessions. This confirmed that creative ways of teaching literacy do in fact 
work to engage. The design of this program is incredible and I saw so much 
passion from READers because it was based in fun. “ 

 
“The one-on-one sessions allow the child to get comfortable and to be open 
about what they are struggling with. In the program, I have seen children‟s 
confidence boost, and a lot of children have become excited to read and to 
come to the sessions. By the end of the program, I had children running up to 
me telling me that they were ready to start their sessions rights away, and I 
also had their siblings come up to me and tell me that when they are old 
enough they want to read with me too.”  

 
“My experience as a R.E.A.D. French Language Facilitator has improved how 
effective of a teacher I am. It has given me administrative experience and well 
as general teaching experience. I have helped a wide age range of children, 
and I feel more confident working with children of all ages and backgrounds 
now. It has increased my confidence as a teacher- I feel ready now to apply 
to teacher‟s college in the fall, and I feel sure now, more than ever before, 
that I have chosen the career path that is right for me.”  
 

 
Comments from parents whose children participate in summer READ: 
 

“My daughter absolutely LOVED being in the Summer R.E.A.D. Program. She 
asked daily if it was the day to come. The summer student established a 
wonderful rapport with her. She is very sad to see it come to an end. The 
activities and weekly themes kept my daughter interested and engaged. She has 
adored their time together. As a result of being in the program, my daughter was 
determined to read more. She really enjoyed keeping track of her progress. I 
noticed Janey was able to keep her focused and excited to read. It has truly been 
a pleasure to see her love for reading grow and the relationship with Janey 
become stronger. We are going to miss her. “ 
 
“My children loved this program. Their reading skills have improved as a result. 
They enjoy signing books out from the Library now and reading together at 
home.” 
 

 
  
 


