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RECOMMENDATION:  
 
It is recommended that the Library Board receive this report. 
 
ISSUE/OPPORTUNITY 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide the Library Board with an update about London 
Public Library (LPL) Children and Youth Services 2017 initiatives that promote and 
nurture life-long literacy and learning. 
 
BACKGROUND & REVIEW  
 
The past year at LPL was another busy and successful one for Children’s and Youth 
Services with a continued focus on partnerships, community engagement and outreach. 
We strive to maintain relevance in the community and with children and their families by 
keeping up to date with current research and trends. This report will focus on initiatives 
that represent our commitment and alignment to community partnerships that maximize 
our reach and make a difference to children and families in London. A brief summary of 
some of the many annual or ongoing system-wide programs and services will also be 
provided. 
 
Festival of Trees 
 
The Ontario Library Association’s annual Forest of Reading® program encourages over 
250,000 students annually to read selected Canadian children’s books and vote for their 
favourite title. This program culminates in an award ceremony and activities at the 
Festival of Trees™ in Toronto. For the past three years, London Public Library was 
selected to host a regional celebration. Our Festival was held on May 12th in the 
Progress Building at Western Fair District to 1,700 excited children from grades 3-8 with 
14 authors and illustrators in attendance. Included in the day were author workshops, 



autograph sessions, book trading zones and a number of activities such as button 
making, photo booth, MakerBus, and giant word games and puzzles. Regional awards 
were presented in two Forest of Reading® categories: Silver Birch and Red Maple. The 
Festival, planned by a steering committee including representatives from the Library, 
Thames Valley District School Board, and London District Catholic School Board was 
successfully implemented with the help of 50 volunteers on the day of the event. The 
energy and excitement was overwhelming, and the authors were thrilled to attend. It 
was inspiring to see so many young people gathered to celebrate books, reading and 
their favourite authors. Library staff are already planning the next London Festival for 
May 11, 2018. 
 
Western Fair District Partnership 
 
In recent years, a partnership between the Library and the Western Fair District (WFD) 
has created many opportunities that have benefitted children, teens and their families. 
This year the highlights of the partnership included: 

 WFD was the official sponsor of the Library’s summer program, Get Caught 
Reading (GCR), providing support for weekly prizes, the end of summer party, 
and grand prizes for teens who completed the highest number of literacy-based 
activities; 

 WFD gave admission passes for the Fair to all active participants of the TD 
Summer Reading Club: Play!; 

 Throughout the summer, children at all locations wrote a message on a Maple 
Leaf about what they love most about Canada. These were displayed at the Fair 
in the Community Showcase in the Canada Building. 

 
Child and Youth Network Alignment 
 

The Library continues to be very involved in the Child and Youth Network (CYN). In 
May, the third five-year CYN Agenda was endorsed by City Council. This evidence-
based plan is based on collaboration and a collective impact model around four 
priorities (Ending Poverty, Healthy Eating and Healthy Physical Activity, Making Literacy 
a Way of Life and Creating a Family Centered Service System).   
 
The Library has representation on all priorities but most of the efforts of Children’s and 
Youth Services are focused on the literacy strategies and the Family Centered Service 
System. Julie Brandl has chaired the Literacy Priority Team since 2008 and Branch staff 
work closely with other agencies at all of the five Family Centres currently in operation 
(Carling-Thames, Westmount, White Oaks, Westminster and Arygle). Two more are 
opening in the next few months (Northeast and Northwest) and a smaller one will be 
opening at Blessed Sacrament Catholic School later in 2018. The Library will have 
representation on the service planning teams for the latest additions. 
 
Healthy Kids Community Challenge 
 
In 2015, the City of London, through the Child and Youth Network, received four years 
of funding for the provincial Healthy Kids Community Challenge (HKCC). The province 
has set a schedule of four specific campaigns that run for nine months each. The 



Library is represented on the Steering Committee (Julie Brandl for Susanna Hubbard 
Krimmer). Now in its last year, the third campaign (Choose to Boost Veggies and Fruit) 
will wrap up in December and the fourth and last campaign will begin in January, 2018 
with a focus on reducing screen time (Power Off… and Play). The Library submitted 
partnership proposals and successfully received funding for projects related to the first 
three campaigns. We look forward to partnering with others to reduce the amount of 
screen time children are exposed to. We bring a unique perspective to this campaign 
and try to draw attention to books and other literacy-based activities that support the 
themes. 
 
Community Partnerships 
 
Community partnerships are essential to providing excellent services to children and 
youth. Involvement and participation on community committees and advisory boards 
allows us to stay up to date on current trends and local initiatives and to work 
cooperatively with other agencies and organizations that also work with children. 
Together we can have a greater impact on positive outcomes for children and youth. 
Agencies and organizations that we partner with on a regular basis include: Ontario 
Early Years Centres, Middlesex London Health Unit, Investing in Children, LUSO 
Community Services, Childreach, At^Lohsa Native Family Healing Services, London 
District Catholic School Board, Thames Valley District School Board, City of London 
Neighbourhood and Children’s Services, London Children’s Connection, Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited, and Frontier College.  This is just a short list of the major 
partners; there are many others, too numerous to mention. 
 
By the Numbers 
 

 A Book for Every Child® - 26th annual campaign resulted in 6,212 books being 
distributed through 48 agencies to children who might otherwise never own a 
book of own. We continue to have media sponsorship from The Londoner, for 6 
free ads and at least one article about the campaign.  This initiative is done in 
partnership with the Friends of the Library. 
 

 Storytimes – 1,021 storytime sessions have been offered so far in 2017 to 
children from birth to 5 years and their caregivers with a total attendance of 
21,792.  This number will reach the 30,000 mark by the end of the calendar year 
in all likelihood.  
 

 Reading Enjoyment and Development (R.E.A.D) - 1-on-1 reading assistance 
provided weekly by volunteers to 135 children ages 7-12 from October to April at 
7 library locations (2,187 sessions) with support from the Friends of the Library, 
and Canadian Federation of University Women. This program is at Central, 
Beacock, Sherwood, Cherryhill, Jalna, East London and Westmount Branch 
Libraries. 
 
 
 
 



 Summer R.E.A.D.: 1-on-1 weekly reading assistance provided by students hired 
through Canada Summer Jobs program, with additional support from the Friends 
of the Library, to 345 children over 7 weeks (1,930 sessions) in July and August 
at 15 library locations. Of this total, 65 children received assistance in French.  
 

 Family Literacy Day - With 17 community partners, 900 participants enjoyed 
hands on activities and DuffleBag Theatre on January 28th hosted at the Central 
Library in recognition of the national Family Literacy Day spearheaded by ABC 
Life Literacy Canada. 
 

 Ready for School: Thames Valley Neighbourhood Early Learning Program 
(TVNELP) – Library staff attended Literacy/Numeracy sessions at 40 schools to 
prepare children in high needs neighbourhoods for kindergarten. This year a 
team of 7 librarians planned and implemented all of these events to ensure a 
consistent message and a strong connection of the activities presented to early 
literacy and school readiness. 
 

 Kids First Day - 695 children participated in the activities at all library locations as 
part of Investing in Children’s annual community event on June 9.  

 
 Read Away Your Fines - 136 kids and teens read away $372.25 in fines over 5 

weeks in the spring.  
 

 TD Summer Reading Club: Wild! – 5,268 children participated in our annual 
summer reading program and visited the Library 23,871 times to talk about what 
they had been reading. To promote the program, staff made 380 presentations at 
schools and reached 17,087 children. Sponsorship was provided by Friends of 
the Library, Western Fair District, Jones Packaging Inc., and General Dynamics 
Land Systems. 
 

 GCR – 563 teens (mostly 11-15 years) participated in our annual summer 
reading challenge for teens. They visited 2,029 times to complete challenges that 
encouraged reading. 156 teens attended the end of summer party and an 
additional 42 people attended the award ceremony to listen to spoken word artist, 
Holly Painter, and hosted by Master of Ceremonies Tim Kelly from the Western 
Fair District. GCR is sponsored by Western Fair District. 
 

 Book Camp London – The 13th annual Book Camp London was held August 14-
18 at the Central Library. This week long day camp is planned in partnership with 
Investing in Children and is geared toward 10-15 year old aspiring writers and 
illustrators. Attendance at the Camp is capped at 40 and, as usual, it was full 
weeks in advance. The $150 registration fee (paid through Investing in Children) 
goes toward booking authors and illustrators to provide workshops for the 
campers. Six authors or illustrators gave inspiring and practical workshop in 
addition to Jenny Kay Dupuis who gave the keynote at the close of the week that 
was open to the public. This is a unique camp and truly the highlight of the 
summer for those who attend.  
 



 Seasonal Programs - March Break: 123 program sessions with attendance of 
3,697;   Summer: 2,720 program sessions with attendance of 18,998. Outreach 
in the summer was successful with 101 visits to various events and agencies 
such as City of London camps, Vanier Children’s Services, At^lohsa Native 
Family Healing Services, Old East Village Block Party, with total attendance of 
3,507. 

 
NEXT STEPS  
 
Children’s and Youth Services will continue to provide high quality services to children 
and teens efficiently and collaboratively in order to enrich their lives, to promote the 
skills that are needed for them to reach their potential, and to position the Library as 
meaningful and relevant to them. 


