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Discussion Questions
1. What did you think of Brother? What aspects did you enjoy and which aspects did you find challenging in the
novel?
2. David Chariandy chooses to circle around and around the stories of Michael and Francis and their mother in
Brother. Why does he choose this approach, instead of narrating in a direct, linear fashion?
3. What picture is the author attempting to paint of Scarborough, the community in the east end of Toronto
where Brother is set?
4. In the canon of Canadian literature, one doesn’t find too many novels set in Scarborough. David Chariandy
sets Brother squarely in that community, as he does with his first novel Soucouyant. Catherine Hernandez
has also recently published a novel about the neighbourhood, and hers is aptly named Scarborough. Can
you think of other communities which, like Scarborough, have been largely overlooked by Canadian writers?
Is Canada’s literary landscape and focus now changing, and if so, in what ways?
5. Discuss the ways that music and food enrich the telling of Brother.
6. How do you square the intermingling of violence and tenderness in Brother, and what is David Chariandy
saying in his novel about the lives of young Black men?
7. Describe the family dynamics in Michael’s family, how were the relationships between Michael, Francis, their
mother, and their father?
8. The older figures in Michael and Francis’ world are immigrants, although they
themselves are Canadian-born. How does Chariandy incorporate the themes of
foreignness and loss of home through the different characters’ eyes?
9. In what ways does Francis’ death impact Michael, and how does he cope with it?
10. What role does the boys’ father play in the book? How have his actions affected
them and their mother, and the family as a whole?
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