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Discussion Questions
1. What do the contemporary media reports on the wealth and lifestyle of the Osage reflect about
white perceptions of Native Americans (pp. 6–7; pp. 76–77)? In what way do they lay a foundation for the way the murders and mysterious deaths were treated by law enforcement?
2. What was your first impression of William Hale (p. 17)? How does Grann bring to life his
strengths and appeal, as well as the darker side of his nature? What qualities does he share with
people who achieve power and influence today?
3. How did you respond to the description of law enforcement in America during the 1920s (p.
19)? What elements most shocked or surprised you? What made the situation in Osage County
particularly chaotic? What effect did this have on the investigations into the deaths of Anna
Brown and Charles Whitehorn?
4. What does Grann’s account of the relationship between the United States government and Native Americans contribute to your understanding of the country’s history (pp. 37–44)? How did
government policies affect individuals like Mollie and her family? What does Grann capture in his
description of Lizzie’s death: “Lizzie’s spirit had been claimed by Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior,
and by Wah’Kon-Tah, the Great Mystery” (p. 36)?
5. Perhaps the most chilling aspect of Killers of the Flower Moon is the marital and familial connections between murderers and their victims. What explains Ernest
Burkhart’s actions even as he remained married to and had children
with Mollie? How does Grann bring to life the particular horror of
crimes committed within a family and a close-knit community?
6. What does the evidence Grann uncovered when he visited Osage County in 2012 reveal about the lasting legacy of the “Reign of Terror”?
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7. Killers of the Flower Moon combines the fast pace of a true-life murder mystery with the scope
and detail of a narrative history. How does Grann integrate these different aspects of the book?
8. We are familiar with many American crimes and criminals during the early twentieth century
from movies, books, and television shows. Why do you think the story of the Osage murders hasn’t received similar attention?
9. Are there recent examples of racial prejudice and injustice that parallel those described in Killers
of the Flower Moon? What has changed about the approach taken by law enforcement? About
the attitudes expressed by the white community in the face of racial or religious discrimination?
In what ways have things remained the same?
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